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Bel oved Cri minal s

Today we celebrate the death of two criminals. At least according to the officials of the Roman Empire,
they were criminals. They spent a great deal of their life, in and out of prisons of various forms. They
were finally executed in the city of Rome. Since both dedicated their lives to the proposition that a man
who had been executed by the Roman authorities, in the most brutal form of execution available to the
Romans, was the redeemer of the world, it is hardly surprising that they should themselves be brought to
a similar end. What gives us the right to celebrate these two criminals? This is not a simple question.
What we can say right away is that the proposition that no one can ever break the law, even for a just pur-
pose cannot be held by Christians. Our religion was founded by people who refused to obey the instruc-
tions of various authorities and who paid a price for this. | am careful to say, 'a’ price, rather than 'the'
price, which might imply that the punishments meted out to Peter and Paul were just, even by the stand-
ards of Roman and Jewish law.

There are two ways to rightfully break the law. One is when we are refusing to do some evil which the law
or the will of the authorities is trying to make us to do. The other is when we are trying to do some good
where the law prevents us. This justification for doing good is more difficult to establish, than for not do-

ing evil. It has to be a compelling good, one which no one would reasonably refuse to do. Often enough
there may be good reasons why actions are forbidden. Sometimes there aren't good reasons but it may be
best to observe the law in the hope of it being changed. When we choose to break the law, we must always
try to do it in a way that does not destroy the law.

What about our two criminals then? We revere them as great saints. St Peter with St John explains his
disobedience to the temple authorities in these words, 19 But Peter and John answered them, 'Whether it
is right in God's sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge;

for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.' (Act 4:120)

Neither St Peter or St Paul were trying to destroy the law. St Paul is very careful to maintain his rights as
best he can. When about to be flogged, he asks

'Is it permissible for you to beat a Roman man who is not condemned?' (Act 22:25).

St Paul is not trying to destroy the law. St Paul in fact allows the law to bring him to Rome, when he ap-
peals to Caesar and has to be sent to Rome, even though, if he had not, he could have been released. In
Jerusalem having upbraided Ananias for his breaking of the law by having him struck, St Paul then apol-
ogizes because he had not realized he was the high priest, and quotes Torah about the need to respect
authority. (Acts 23:5).

St Peter and St Paul are not lawless. They are impelled by a specific impulse to tell a specific truth that
cannot be hidden, or suppressed. There is a Greek word which describes this impulse. It is the word
'‘parrhesia’, which means the ability to speak the truth, literally to say everything. It is a key word in the
Acts. St Peter speaks with parrhesia at Pentecost (2:29). They Church in Jerusalem ask for the gift of par-
rhesia, (4:29) and at the end of the Acts when St Paul is in Rome, awaiting his trial, he is able to teach
with parrhesia (28:31). Sometimes prison might be the best place from which to teach the truth. Many of
the works which have changed our world have been written in or about unjust imprisonment. Parrhesia

is knows no barriers, because it is the truth of God, spoken by the power of God. Today our beloved crim-
inals teach us not just the truth but how to preach it.

The Dominican Friars - England & Scotland Fr.\Eardey



ST. GEORGE’S UKRAINIAN SENIOR RESIDENCE
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION is having available one bedroom apartments. For

‘ information or to apply please phone:

¢ Fr. Janko at 306-370-2866,

+ Ed Rogalski at 306-716-0204

+Ken Fay at 306-222-8786

Application forms can also be completed and put on the
waiting list for when one bedroom or two bedroom suites

become available

Monthly Intentions of the Holy
Father for July
Attenggf:;:&kt‘gﬁﬁ:;: Nine We pray that today’s families may be accompa-
nied with love, respect and guidance.

Receive Holy Communion each First

Friday in Honor of and in Reparation to MicssuyHuii HaMip Casarimoro Orust
HIS SACRED HEART IManu PUMCBKOro Ha JIMIIEHb
7th Promise of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Bynemo MoiauTHCH, 100 CHOTOAHIIIHI CiM'T

“Tepid souls will become fervent.”
IIpOBaJHIIN I[IO6OB, ImoBara Ta mmopazaa.

OQur Lord to St

A wonderful opportunity exists for our Ukrainian young people at the university level. The
Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada National Executive offers two schol-
arships to post secondary students enrolled in Ukrainian Studies and Religious Studies.

The Mary Dyma
Religious Studies Scholarship

for $1000 is offered to a lay woman of
Ukrainian Catholic descent who is enrolled
in Religious Studies at the post secondary
level. Criteria and applications are available
online at www.ucwlc.ca and can be
submitted electronically to:

The Mary Dyma Religious Studies
Scholarship Committee
Barbara Olynyk,chair
ucwlcnationalscholarships@gmail.com

Reanpll ien ee df arp prl é cait g to nsf
September 30

The Vera Buczynsky
Ukrainian Studies Scholarship

for $1000 is offered to a person of
Ukrainian Catholic descent who is enrolled in
Ukrainian Studies at the post secondary level.
Criteria and applications are available online at
www.ucwlc.ca and can be submitted
electronically to:

The Vera Buczynsky Ukrainian Studies
Scholarship Committee
Barbara Olynyk, chair

ucwlcnationalscholarships@gmail.com

Deadline for receipt of
September 30.



http://www.ucwlc.ca/
http://www.ucwlc.ca/
mailto:ucwlcnationalscholarships@gmail.com

